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Commenter: Hobby Hevewah - Shoshone-Bannock Tribe member, Idaho

Response to Comment:

A.&C. The impacts on treaty rights are addressed in the EIS by reference to the Programmatic SNF
and INEL EIS.  In Chapter 5, Section 5.4.1, reference is made to this EIS for a detailed
discussion of land uses at Idaho National Engineering Laboratory. There it is stated that no
on-site land use restrictions due to Native American treaty rights would exist for any of the
alternatives. The Idaho National Engineering Laboratory site does not lie within any of the land
boundaries established by the Fort Bridger Treaty. Furthermore, the entire Idaho National
Engineering Laboratory site is land occupied by the Department of Energy, and therefore that
provision in the Fort Bridger Treaty that allows the Shoshone and Bannock Indians the right to
hunt on the unoccupied lands of the United States does not presently apply to any land upon
which the Idaho National Engineering Laboratory is located. To clarify this issue, Section 5.4.2
will be revised to include these details rather than referencing another document.

The impacts on treaty rights due to hypothetical facility accidents are presented in the EIS in
Table A.7 of Appendix A. There it states that some temporary restrictions on access may be
required until cleanup is completed. No enduring impacts are expected.

B. Chapter 7, Sections 7.3.5 and 7.3.6 of the EIS address these impacts.  The analysis results
provided in this EIS show that naval spent nuclear fuel can be safely managed, stored, and
transported with no significant impact on members of the public. The analysis methods used in
this EIS are recognized throughout the United States and the world as the standard techniques
for determining the risk to the public.  In Chapter 3, a perspective is provided so the public can
compare the analysis results to risks associated with other activities encountered in daily life.  In
addition, Section 7.3.5 provides very specific information for Fort Hall Reservation residents
which shows that over a 40 year period the entire aggregate radiation exposure to all residents
of the reservation due to transportation of naval spent nuclear fuel is equal to that received
during a single chest x-ray to a single individual.  In Section 7.3.6, the EIS states that the
impacts on the ecology along the transportation routes would be negligible.

C. See the response to comment A above.


